
Proposed Geraldton Aboriginal Short 
Stay Accommodation (GASSA)

• The Geraldton Aboriginal Short 
Stay Accommodation Facility is 
an innovative response to meet 
the needs of Aboriginal visitors 
from remote communities 
across the Mid West, Murchison 
and Gascoyne regions who travel 
to Geraldton to access a range of 
services including business, 
medical and judicial, or are 
visiting for cultural reasons.

• It is proposed that the GASSA 
will provide between 60 – 80 
beds of short term (less than 28 
days) accommodation for 
Aboriginal people visiting 
Geraldton. Final bed numbers 
will be subject to site design and 
community consultation.



Where will the GASSA be built?
Management and operation of GASSA

• The site proposed for GASSA is on the 
corner of Eastward Road and Blencowe
Road, Utakarra. The site is managed by 
the Bundiyarra Aboriginal Community 
Aboriginal Corporation and will be leased 
on a long term lease to the Department 
of Communities. 

• This site was chosen after a thorough 
search of suitable available property in 
Geraldton in consultation with the GASSA 
Working Group.

• The management model implemented at 
GASSA will closely align with the model 
successfully implemented in Derby and 
Broome.

• The Department of Communities will 
manage the procurement of a non-
government organisation to provide 
onsite management of the facility and 
facilitate the provision of support services 
for guests. 

• The facility will be alcohol and drug free 
and will have a zero tolerance policy 
towards alcohol and drugs. 

• It will operate 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week and will have onsite management 
present at all times. 

• The facility and its surrounds will also be 
monitored by closed circuit television.



Dispelling the Myths 
• Bundiyarra has always consulted with their elders both past 

and present and this will not change.  Those past elders are 
the reason we have got this land today if not for their 
leadership, the fight with the Shire at the time and their 
silent protest by these elders outside the Civic Centre about 
the conditions they tried to place on us. They prevailed and 
this land is a  respected legacy to their resilience back then.

• We are currently working with key elders some who are 
respected traditional owners some who were part of the 
history at Bundiyarra regarding:

1. Protection and preservation of identified significant sites;

2. The story being documented and displayed about the 
history of the site as an old camping ground and now a 
new camping ground for our people today. A great story 
to be told.

3. Making sure the new premises fit into the current 
landscape and all construction is designed to preserve 
and protect the song-lines and underground spring.

4. The sites are recognised with the appropriate heritage 
authority to preserve and protect our culture and history 
for future generations.

5. The development of cultural protocols and ongoing 
maintenance and custodianship of the site in partnership 
with the current Land Management body the  Bundiyarra 
Corporation in whom this site is vested for the use and 
benefit of all Aboriginal people.

• The Bundiyarra Complex cultural precinct is just about 
complete with a new performing stage and industrial kitchen 
as the last projects which are in progress now.    

• What a great achievement Bundiyarra have done for their 
community they have prevailed over many years to create a 
special place, a cultural space for all Aboriginal people no 
matter where you come from and what group you belong to. 
This place is a “Good Place” for all our people and will be 
shared and celebrated upon for many years to come. 

• The original idea of organisations being set up on this site as 
a hub for our people did not eventuate for various reasons.  
Other organisations preferred to set up elsewhere and pay 
market rent to non-indigenous land owners.

• The Short Stay Facility is only on one side of the 5.5 hectare 
site and will be fenced and managed on a day-to-day basis 
the same as the current organisations on site do and have 
done for over 20 years.

• This site is the perfect place for a short stay facility as it 
provides our people access to youth services, family support,  
on site resource centre and access to medical service just up 
the road.

• It will be a vibrant  hub for all our mob to celebrate.



General Concept design only not the finalised product


